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Translator’s Note

The primary translations in this work are based on the standard 1
digital editions compiled and preserved in the Maktabah al-
Shamilah (shamela.ws) database. The drafting process used
Machine Translation Post-Editing (MTPE), followed by manual
verification and review. Errors will nevertheless remain, and they
are the translator’s own; corrections are welcome.

The hadith cross-references (takhrij) are primarily thematic 2
and textual, directing the reader to parallel records of the text’s
content (matn). Where no takhry is provided, it indicates that the
narration appears to be unique to this source (tafarrud) or that no
reliable parallel record was identified within the scope of this
project.

These citations are drawn from established primary reference 3
works. No original critical evaluation (tahgig) or chain-of-
transmission analysis (isnad) has been undertaken here; that work
lies outside the scope of this edition. Minor variations in chains,
discrepancies in published numbering, and slight textual
differences have not been detailed unless they bear directly on the
translated meaning.
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Transliteration Key

Based on the standard system of the International Journal of
Middle East Studies (IIMES)
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Symbols and Abbreviations

Ligatures representing traditional honorifics and abbreviations
used in the text and notes

Glyphs Translation
d’,%. “Mighty and Sublime”
“Glorified and Exalted”
588 “Blessed and Exalted”
e “Exalted is His Majesty”

“In the Name of Allah, The Compassionate, The

Merciful”
“May Allah bless him [& his family], [& grant
him/them peace]”
“Upon him/her/them/them(dual) be [blessings &]
peace”

A A A A “May Allah be pleased with

et W e } 7P =P

&/ uj/ A&%/ &/ him/her/them/them(dual)/them(fem.)”

X Yo /a4 ¥ “May Allah’s mercy be upon
2l | adlloy [ 2dlloy [ 24l y y p
&@2/ k{‘é/ %/ &2 him/her/them/them(dual)”
,;g,‘,) .&1’,‘) “May Allah have mercy on him/them”
:’ﬁ‘, “May his secret be sanctified”
“"&’; “His peace upon us”
Abbr. Meaning

AH Anno Hegirae. The Islamic lunar calendar.
CE Common Era. The Gregorian calendar.
d. Died. Indicates the year of a scholar’s death.
ed. Editor, or edition.
Lit. Literally. Used to indicate the linguistic meaning.
no./nos. Number. Used to cite specific hadith numbers.
p-/pp- Page / Pages.
vol. Volume.
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Hadith Classifications

Terms used in the footnotes to indicate the reliability of a report

Term Definition

Sound / Authentic. A report transmitted by a continuous
Sahih chain of upright ( ‘ adil) and precise narrators, free from

hidden defects ( “illa) or irregularity (shudhidh).

Good / Acceptable. A report that meets the criteria of Sahih
Hasan except that a narrator’s precision is slightly lesser. It is valid
for establishing rulings.

Good and Authentic. A compound grade used by Imam al-
Tirmidhi, indicating strong reliability—either due to
multiple supporting chains or a report at the upper tier of
Hasan.

Hasan Sahih

Good but Solitary. A term used by Imam al-Tirmidhi for a
Hasan Gharib report judged acceptable despite being transmitted through
alimited or solitary chain.

Weak. A report that fails to meet the criteria of Hasan, due to

Da‘if abreakin the chain or a narrator lacking reliability or
precision.
Rejected. A report transmitted by a weak narrator that
Munkar contradicts a narration from a stronger or more reliable
source.

Abandoned. A designation applied primarily to a narrator
Matriak accused of lying or excessive error; reports transmitted
through such a narrator are rejected.

Fabricated. A report falsely attributed to the Prophet &,

Mawdi* . - . . -
impermissible to transmit except to expose its fabrication.
Solitary / Rare. A report transmitted by only one narrator at
Gharib . .
a particular level of the chain.
Marfi Elevated. A report attributed directly to the Prophet &,
ar’ . ..
regardless of the chain’s authenticity.
Suspended. A report attributed to a Companion (Sahabi),
Mawquaf representing their own statement or action rather than the

Prophet’s.
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al-Bayhaqi: A Short Introduction

Abtu Bakr Ahmad ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali ibn Musa al- 4
Khusrawjirdi al-Khurasani, famously known as al-Bayhaqi, was a
towering figure in Islamic scholarship, recognized as a hafiz
(master of hadith), ‘allama (polymath), and shaykh al-Islam. Born
in the month of Sha‘ban in the year 384 AH, he hailed from
Bayhaq, a region comprising several villages near Nishapur in
Khurasan. His scholarly journey began at the young age of fifteen,
when he started hearing hadith from prominent teachers like Aba
al-Hasan Muhammad ibn al-Husayn al- ‘ Alawl. He became the
most distinguished student of the famous hadith authority al-
Hakim, under whom he studied extensively and graduated. His
quest for knowledge led him to travel widely, visiting Iraq, the
mountainous regions of al-Jibal, and the Hijaz, while learning from
a vast array of masters in cities like Baghdad, Makkah, and Kafa.

Al-Bayhaqi was a master who seamlessly combined the 5
sciences of hadith and figh, possessing a profound understanding
of hadith defects ( “ilal) and the methods of reconciling seemingly
contradictory reports. He studied classical theology and Ash‘ ar1
creed directly under the legendary master Imam Aba Bakr ibn
Farak (d. 406 AH). His literary output was staggering, with his
writings totaling nearly one thousand parts, a feat unmatched by
his contemporaries. Among his most significant works is al-Sunan
al-Kubra, a ten-volume masterpiece that stands unique in its field.
His other notable contributions include al-Sunan wa-I-Athar, al-
Asma * wa-I-Sifat, Dala ’il al-Nubuwwa, and Shu ‘ab al-Iman. Such
was the caliber of his work that the Imam al-Haramayn al-Juwayni
remarked that while every Shafi ‘1 jurist is indebted to Imam al-
Shafi ‘1, Imam al-Shafi ‘1is indebted to al-Bayhadi for his tireless
efforts in supporting and documenting the Shafi‘1 school of
thought. His dedication to the Shafi ‘1 madhhab was so deep that
contemporary scholars noted he was capable of establishing his
own independent school (mujtahid) had he wished, and al-Subki
remarked that al-Bayhaqr’s writings effectively “closed the door on
all who came after him” as no one could ever match his legal-
hadith compilations.

Beyond his academic brilliance, al-Bayhaqi was celebrated for 6
his piety, profound asceticism (zuhd), and contentment with very
little. In an extraordinary display of lifelong devotion, he fasted
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continuously for the final thirty years of his life. He spent much of
his life in seclusion in his home village, devoted entirely to
compiling his books. However, his reputation was such that the
leading scholars of his time urged him to move to Nishapur to
share his knowledge. He did so in 441 AH, where he held sessions
to teach hisbook al-Ma * rifa, drawing large crowds of students and
scholars. The spiritual status of his work was highlighted by
several contemporary accounts of dreams; in one instance, a
righteous companion dreamt of Imam al-Shafi ‘1 himself reading
al-Bayhaqi’s manuscripts and expressing his benefit from them. In
another famous account, the ascetic master Aba Bakr al-Marwazi
witnessed a dream depicting a luminous chest (¢@biit) rising to the
heavens, which was interpreted as a symbol of the divine
acceptance and high standing of al-Bayhaqt’s compilations.

In his final years, al-Bayhaqi returned to Nishapir one last time
to teach, and it was there that he eventually fell ill. He passed away
on the 10th of Jumada al-Ula in 458 AH at the age of seventy-four.
After his death, he was washed, shrouded, and transported in a
coffin to be buried in his native Bayhaq, specifically in the district
of Khusrawjird. He left behind a legacy carried on by his son
Isma ‘1l, his grandson Abu ’l-Hasan, and a long list of students
who continued to transmit his vast body of work across the Islamic
world.
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Introduction to the Translation

The monograph The Book of the Affirmation of the Punishment of the 8

Grave and the Questioning of the Two Angels (Kitab Ithbat ‘ Adhab al-
Qabr wa-Su’al al-Malakayn), commonly shortened to Ithbat
‘Adhab al-Qabr, represents Imam al-Bayhaqi’s focused thematic
contribution to the eschatological literature surrounding the
intermediate realm (al-Barzakh). In modern scholarship, the text
has been preserved and established through key critical editions,
most notably by Dr. Sharaf Mahmud al-Qudah of the Faculty of
Sharia at the University of Jordan, published as a 136-page volume
by Dar al-Furqan in Amman (first edition, 1403 AH /1983 CE). The
work has also been edited jointly by Muhammad al-Sa ‘ 1d Zaghlal
and Abu al-Fida’ ‘ Abd Allah al-Qadji, published by Maktabat al-
Turath al-Islami in Cairo.

The attribution of Ithbat ‘Adhab al-Qabr to al-Bayhaqi is
definitively proven through both internal self-citation and an
extensive trail of external reception. Internally, al-Bayhaqi cross-
references this treatise directly within his broader compilation
Shu “ab al-Iman (specifically under entries 15, 295, and 492).
Externally, generations of classical biographers, exegetes, and
Hadith authorities have cited and transmitted material directly
from this volume. Hafiz ibn Kathir draws from it in his Tafsir al-
Qur ’an al- “Azim (4:96), while Hafiz Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti quotes
it across several major works, including al-Durr al-Manthir (3:35,
3:57, 3:319), his commentary on Sunan al-Nasa 'i (4), and al-Dibaj
(5). Furthermore, the Ottoman bibliographer Hajji Khalifa
formally catalogs the treatise under entry 19 of his Kashf al-Zuniin.

In organizing the monograph, al-Bayhaqi structures his
material into discrete, thematic chapters, prefacing each with a
concise heading that encapsulates the specific theological
argument demonstrated by the subsequent textual evidence.
Methodologically, he frequently initiates chapters by establishing
the primary proof-texts from the Holy Qur ’an before introducing
the corresponding Hadith traditions and non-prophetic reports
(athar), complete with their chains of transmission (asanid). In
total, the book contains 240 chain-supported texts (nusis
musnada), encompassing both prophetic traditions (marfi *) and
non-prophetic statements traced to the Companions and
Successors (mawqiy).

Xix
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Al-Bayhaqr’s framework in this work is characterized by his
deliberate compilation of supporting textual avenues (shawahid)
and parallel lines of transmission (mutaba ‘ at), creating a dense,
cumulative proof for the intermediate state after death. Rather
than restricting his entries strictly to authentic (sahih) reports, al-
Bayhaqi operates according to the established traditionist
principle: man asnada laka faqad ahalaka (“whoever provides you
with a full chain of transmission has delegated the critical
evaluation to you”). By preserving the full chain for every report
recorded, al-Bayhaqi provides the scholar with the raw evidentiary
materials needed to perform independent chain analysis and
verification.

Beyond its function as a passive repository of traditions, Ithbat
‘Adhab al-Qabr represents a sophisticated synthesis of Hadith
methodology and dialectical theology (kalam). Reflecting his deep
grounding in Ash ‘ ar1 dogmatics under Imam Abu Bakr ibn Farak,
al-Bayhaqi opens the treatise by declaring that the affairs of the
grave are validated not only through textual revelation — the
Qur " anic verses and transmitted athar — but also through “the
rational possibility of such things being within the power of Allah”
(jawaz dhalika bi-1- “aql fi qudratillah). This framework becomes
particularly evident in Chapters 10 and 11, where al-Bayhaqt
addresses metaphysical objections. He demonstrates rationally
that a complete physical structure is not a prerequisite for
perception or life, thereby establishing the feasibility of
punishment even for scattered or decomposed remains, while
clarifying that Allah creates states within al-Barzakh that lie
entirely beyond the empirical perception of the living.

The thirty chapters (abwab) of the monograph unfold in a
deliberate fourfold thematic arc. Al-Bayhaqi begins by laying the
dogmatic foundations through Qur "anic exegesis — most notably
around Surat Ibrahim — and reports describing the descent of
angels and the return of the soul. From this theoretical bedrock, he
transitions into specific moral warnings, pinpointing everyday
ethical failings — such as talebearing (namima), unliquidated
debts, and carelessness in purification — that trigger the
compression and trials of the grave. He balances these stern
warnings with a comprehensive survey of divine mercies and
protective measures, detailing how martyrdom, frontier defense
(ribar), dying on Friday, or the regular recitation of Surat al-Mulk
secure safety from the trial.

XX



INTRODUCTION TO THE TRANSLATION

Finally, the work culminates in practical pastoral guidance for
the living. Al-Bayhaqi emphasizes that the treatise is designed to
inform graveside praxis and personal readiness, providing
prophetic supplications to be offered at the burial site for the
deceased’s steadfastness and capturing the poignant, reverent
reflections of the Salaf when facing the initial moment of exposure
to the intermediate realm.

XXi

14






THE AFFIRMATION OF THE
PUNISHMENT OF THE GRAVE
BY AL-BAYHAQI






AR
»/923

AR

Introduction

In the Name of Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful. [This is] 15
The Book of the Affirmation of the Punishment of the Grave and the
Questioning of the Two Angels, according to what has been reported

in the sacred law through the recited verses, the transmitted
reports, and the statements of the predecessors of this community,
along with the rational possibility of such things being within the
power of Allah — Glorified and Exalted is He.
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THE AFFIRMATION OF THE PUNISHMENT OF THE GRAVE

16 1. Abu ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz informed
us: Abt Bakr Ahmad ibn Sulayman al-Faqih informed us: Isma ‘1l
ibn Ishaq al-Qadi narrated to us: al-Hawdi narrated to us;
[alternatively| Abt Zakariyya Yahya ibn Ibrahim ibn Muhammad
ibn Yahya al-Muzakki and Aba ‘ Uthman Sa‘1d ibn Muhammad
ibn ‘ Abdan informed us: Abu ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ya * qub
al-Hafiz narrated to us: Yahya ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya informed
us: Abi ‘Umar narrated to us: Shu‘ba narrated to us on the
authority of ‘ Alqgama ibn Marthad, on the authority of Sa“d ibn
 Ubayda, on the authority of al-Bara’ ibn ‘ Azib, on the authority
of the Prophet —may Allah bless him and grant him peace —that he
said: “The believer, when he testifies that there is no deity but
Allah and recognizes Muhammad [as the Messenger of Allah] —
may Allah bless him and grant him peace — in his grave, that is
the [meaning of] the statement of Allah — Glorified and Exalted
is He: ‘Allah keeps the believers steadfast with the firm word in the
worldly life’” [Ibrahim: 27] Narrated by Aba ‘Abd Alldh
Muhammad ibn Isma "1l al-Bukhari in his Sahih, on the authority
of Abt ‘ Umar Hafs ibn * Umar al-Hawdi.!
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2. Abt ‘Abd Allah al-Hafiz informed us: Abu ’I-‘Abbas
Muhammad ibn Ya‘ qub informed us: Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-
Saghani narrated to us: Hisham ibn ‘ Abd al-Malik informed us;
[alternatively] AbG ‘Al al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Radhabari informed us: Abu Bakr
Muhammad ibn Bakr ibn ‘Abd al-Razzaq informed us: Aba
Dawad Sulayman ibn al-Ash ‘ ath al-Sijistani narrated to us: Aba
’1-Wwalid al-TayalisI narrated to us: Shu ‘ ba narrated to us on the
authority of ‘ Alqgama ibn Marthad, on the authority of Sa‘d ibn
‘Ubayda, on the authority of al-Bara’ ibn ‘Azib that the
Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace —
said: “Indeed, when the Muslim is questioned in the grave, he
bears witness that there is no deity except Allah and that
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and
grant him peace; and that is [meaning of] the statement of Allah
— Mighty and Sublime is He — ‘Allah keeps the believers steadfast
with the firm word in the worldly life and in the Hereafter.””
[Ibrahim: 27] This is the wording of the hadith of Aba Dawad,> and
in the hadith of al-Saghani he said: The Messenger of Allah — may
Allah bless him and grant him peace — said, and he mentioned it.
Narrated by al-Bukhar in his Sahih on the authority of Aba '1-
Walid Hisham ibn ‘ Abd al-Malik, and narrated by Aba ’1-Husayn
Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Naysabiir1 on the authority of Muhammad
ibn al-Muthanna, on the authority of Aba ’'1-Walid, according to
what our shaykh Abu “ Abd Allah al-Hafiz claimed; as for me, L have
not seen it in the book of Muslim except from the narration of
Muhammad ibn Ja ‘ far Ghundar on the authority of Shu ‘ ba.’
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% Recorded in Sunan Abi Dawid, no. 4750. Graded sahih by al-Albani.
3 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 4699, and Sahih Muslim, no. 2871.
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3. Abtu ‘Abd Allah al-Hafiz and Aba “ Abd Allah ibn Abi ‘Amr
informed us, saying: Aba ’l-‘ Abbas Muhammad ibn Ya“‘qub
narrated to us: Ahmad ibn ‘ Abd al-Jabbar narrated to us: Abu
Mu ‘ awiya narrated to us on the authority of al-A‘ mash, on the
authority of Sa“d ibn ‘ Ubayda, on the authority of al-Bara " ibn
‘ Azib, who said regarding His statement: “Allah keeps the believers
steadfast with the firm word in the worldly life” [Ibrahim: 27]: “When
the angel comes to the man in the grave at the time he is buried and
says to him, ‘Who is your Lord?’ He says, ‘My Lord is Allah.” He says,
‘And what is your religion?’ He says, ‘My religion is Islam.” And he
says to him, ‘Who is your prophet? He says, ‘My prophet is
Muhammad.’ Thatis [the meaning of] being kept firm in the life of
this world.” And Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shayba narrated it on the
authority of Abt Mu ‘ awiya, who said [in his wording]: “When the
two angels come to the man in the grave...”
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GLAD TIDINGS FOR THE BELIEVERSGLAD TIDINGS FOR THE BELIEVERS

4. Abu ’l-Hasan ‘ Ali ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Hashimi informed us in
Baghdad: ‘ Uthman ibn Ahmad ibn al-Sammak narrated to us;
[alternatively] AbG ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz informed us: Aba Sahl
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ziyad and Aba ’1- * Abbas Muhammad
ibn Ya“ qub narrated to us: Yahya ibn Abi Talib narrated to us:
Wahb ibn Jarir narrated to us: Shu‘ba narrated to us on the
authority of Abli Ishaq, on the authority of al-Bara * ibn ‘ Azib who
said: The Prophet — may Allah bless him and grant him peace —
mentioned the believer and the disbeliever, then mentioned things
that I did not memorize, and said, “Indeed, when the believer is
questioned in his grave, he says, ‘My Lord is Allah,’ and that is
the [meaning of] the statement of Allah — Mighty and Sublime is
He — ‘Allah keeps the believers steadfast with the firm word in the
worldly life and in the Hereafter...”” [Ibrahim: 27|
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5. Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah ibn Muhammad informed us: * Abd
al-Rahman ibn al-Hasan al-Qadi informed us in Hamadhan:
Ibrahim ibn al-Husayn narrated to us: Adam ibn Abi Iyas narrated
to us: Hammad ibn Salama narrated to us on the authority of
Muhammad ibn ‘ Amr, on the authority of Aba Salama, on the
authority of Ab@ Hurayra — may Allah be pleased with him — who
said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him
peace — recited “Allah keeps the believers steadfast with the firm word
in the worldly life and in the Hereafter” [Ibrahim: 27] and then he
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said: “That is when it is said to him in the grave: ‘Who is your
Lord? What is your religion? And who is your Prophet?’ He will
say: ‘Allah is my Lord, Islam is my religion, and Muhammad is
my Prophet; he came to us with clear proofs from Allah, so I
believed in him and testified to his truth.’ It will then be said:
‘You have spoken the truth; upon this you lived, upon this you
died, and upon this you shall be resurrected, if Allah wills.””
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6. Abi Muhammad al-Hasan ibn ‘ Ali ibn al-Mu 'ammal ibn al-
Hasan ibn ‘Isa — may Allah have mercy on him — informed us — it
being read to him from his original manuscript: Aba ‘ Uthman
‘Amr ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Basri narrated to us: Aba Ahmad
Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd al-Wahhab informed us: Ja“ far ibn ‘ Awn
informed us: “ Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘ Abd Allah informed us on the
authority of ‘ Abd Allah ibn al-Mukhariq, on the authority of al-
Mukhariq ibn Sulaym, who said: ‘Abd Allah — meaning ibn
Mas ‘ ud — said: “When we narrate a hadith to you, we provide you
with the confirmation of that from the Book of Allah — Mighty and
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Sublime is He. When the Muslim enters his grave, he is made to sit
up in it, and it is said to him: ‘Who is your Lord? And what is your
religion?’ — meaning: ‘And who is your Prophet?’ [He said:] Then
Allah — Mighty and Sublime is He — makes him firm, and he says:
‘My Lord is Allah, my religion is Islam, and my Prophet is
Muhammad — may Allah bless him and grant him peace.” He said:
Then his grave is widened for him, and he is given comfort in it.
Then he recited: ‘Allah keeps the believers steadfast with the firm word
in the worldly life and in the Hereafter..” [Ibrahim: 27] — to the end of
the verse. And when the disbeliever enters his grave, he is made to
sit up in it, and it is said to him: ‘Who is your Lord? And what is
your religion? And who is your Prophet?’ He says: ‘I do not know.’
Then his grave is constricted upon him, and he is punished in it.
Then ‘Abd Allah recited: ‘And whoever turns away from My
remembrance, then for him is a straitened life, and We shall gather him
on the Day of Resurrection blind.” [Taha: 124]*
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7. Abl ‘ Abd al-Rahman al-Hafiz, Abu ‘ Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami,
and Abt Sa ‘ 1d Muhammad ibn Misa informed us: Abt ’1- “ Abbas
Muhammad ibn Ya‘ qub narrated to us: Muhammad ibn Ishaq
informed us: Yahya ibn Abi Bukayr narrated to us: Sharik narrated
to us on the authority of Salim, on the authority of Sa‘1d, on the
authority of ibn ‘ Abbas, who said [regarding the verse]: “Allah
keeps the believers steadfast with the firm word in the worldly life”
[Ibrahim: 27]: “[This refers to] the questioning in the grave, when

* Recorded by al-Tabarani in al-Mu  jam al-Kabir, no. 9143 and no. 9145.
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THE AFFIRMATION OF THE PUNISHMENT OF THE GRAVE

itis said: ‘Whois your Lord? What is your religion? And who is your
Prophet?’ And in the Hereafter, it is the same.”

® That is, just as Allah grants the believer steadfastness (al-qawl al-thabit) to
answer the angels during the questioning in the grave (barzakh), He grants them
the same firmness during the final reckoning (hisab) on the Day of Resurrection.
Recorded in al-Sunan al-Kubra by al-Nasa 1, no. 11201
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2. On the Warning Implied in this
Verse for the Disbelievers
Concerning the Punishment of the
Grave: Allah Most High said: “And
Allah leaves the wrongdoers to stray,
and Allah does whatever He wills.”
[Ibrahim: 27]
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8. Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz informed us: Aba ’1-Fadl
ibn Ibrahim ibn Ahmad ibn Salama narrated to us: Muhammad ibn
Bashshar narrated to us: Muhammad ibn Ja‘ far narrated to us:
Shu ‘ ba narrated to us on the authority of ‘ Algama ibn Marthad,
on the authority of Sa“ dibn ‘ Ubayda, on the authority of al-Bara ’
ibn ‘ Azib, on the authority of the Prophet — may Allah bless him
and grant him peace — who said [regarding the verse]: “Allah keeps
the believers steadfast with the firm word in the worldly life and in
the Hereafter” [Ibrahim: 27]: “It was revealed regarding the
punishment of the grave. It is said to him: ‘Who is your Lord?’
He says: ‘My Lord is Allah and my Prophet is Muhammad.’ That
is the meaning of His saying: ‘Allah keeps the believers steadfast
with the firm word.” [Ibrahim: 27| Narrated by al-Bukhari in his
Sahih on the authority of Muhammad ibn Bashshar, and it was also
narrated by Muslim on the authority of Muhammad ibn Bashshar.
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9. Abu ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz and Aba Sa ‘1d ibn Ab1 * Amr informed
us: Abu ’l-‘Abbas Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub narrated to us:
Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Saghani narrated to us: Rawh ibn
‘Ubada narrated to us: al-Thawrl narrated to us; [alternatively]

¢ Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 4699, and Sahih Muslim, no. 2871.
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ON THE WARNING CONCERNING THE GRAVE

Abu ‘ Abd Allah informed us, Muhammad ibn Ya ‘ qub — meaning
al-Shaybani — informed us: Ahmad ibn Sahl narrated to us:
Muhammad ibn Bashshar narrated to us: ‘Abd al-Rahman -
meaning ibn Mahdi — narrated to us on the authority of Sufyan, on
the authority of his father, on the authority of Khaythama, on the
authority of al-Bara’ ibn ‘ Azib, who said, regarding the verse,
“Allah keeps the believers steadfast with the firm word in the worldly life
and in the Hereafter” [Ibrahim: 27]: “It was revealed concerning the
punishment of the grave.” Narrated by Muslim in his Sahih on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Bashshar and others.”
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10. Abt ’'1-Husayn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Bishran al-‘Adl
informed usin Baghdad: Aba ‘ Amr ‘ Uthman ibn Ahmad ibn ‘ Abd
Allah informed us: Ja far ibn Muhammad al-Razi narrated to us:
al-Haytham ibn al-Yaman narrated to us: Isma ‘1l ibn Zakariyya’
narrated to us: Muhammad — meaning ibn * Awn —narrated to me
on the authority of ‘ Ikrima, on the authority of ibn ‘ Abbas — may
Allah be pleased with them both — regarding the saying of Allah —
Mighty and Sublime is He — “Allah keeps the believers steadfast with
the firm word in the worldly life and in the Hereafter” [Ibrahim: 27]: “It
is the testimony; they are asked about it in their graves after their
death.” He [Muhammad] said: I said to ‘ Ikrima, “What is it?” He
[ Ikrima] said, “They are asked about their faith in Muhammad -

7 Recorded in Sahih Muslim, no. 2871.
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may Allah bless him and grant him peace — and the matter of
monotheism.” He [Ibn ‘Abbas| said, “And Allah leads the
wrongdoers astray” [Ibrahim: 27]. He [Ibn ‘Abbas| said,
“[Regarding| that testimony, they [the wrongdoers] are never
guided [to it].” And thus it was narrated by others on the authority
of ibn * Abbas.
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11. Abt ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz and Aba Sa “1d ibn AbT * Amr informed
us: Abu ’l-‘Abbas Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub narrated to us:
Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Saghani narrated to us: Muhammad ibn
‘Umar al-Aslami narrated to us: ‘ Abd al-Salam ibn Hafs said:
Sharik ibn Abt Namir narrated to us on the authority of ‘ Ata’ ibn
Yasar, on the authority of * A’ isha —may Allah be pleased with her
— who said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and
grant him peace — said: “Regarding me shall the people of the
graves be tested, and concerning me was this verse revealed:
‘Allah keeps the believers steadfast with the firm word.”” [Ibrahim:
27] Abu ’l-° Abbas said: I believe he [my teacher| said: And
concerning him [the Prophet] was it revealed.
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ON THE WARNING CONCERNING THE GRAVE

12. Abu ‘ Abd Allah and Aba Sa‘id informed us: Aba °'1-* Abbas 27
narrated to us: Muhammad ibn Ishaq narrated to us: Mu ‘ awiya

ibn ‘ Amr narrated to us on the authority of Abui Ishaq al-Fazari, on

the authority of Sufyan, on the authority of ibn Ab1 Najth, on the
authority of Mujahid, who said: [The verse| “Allah keeps the believers
steadfast with the firm word in the worldly life” [Ibrahim: 27] is
regarding the punishment of the grave.
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